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HSMHA funds screening

for sickle cell disease

Approximately 300,000 to 400,000 per-
sons will be screened for sickle cell disease
by July 1973 in 19 screening and education
clinics that were recently funded by the
Health Services and Mental Health Adminis-
tration. All screening is performed on a vol-
untary basis.

Contracts totaling $1.9 million were
awarded by HSMHA for screening and edu-
cation clinics in 17 communities. The clinics
are to provide screening and definitive diag-
nosis of sickle cell disease, education of the
population at risk and of health personnel,
referral of patients to appropriate sources for
therapy and followup care, and to acquire
detailed data on methodology.

The clinics are one of three functional com-
ponents of the National Sickle Cell Disease
Program funded by the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare. The other two com-
ponents are comprehensive research and com-

munity service centers and collaborative .

research and development contracts for the
conduct of targeted research on sickle cell
disease. These components implement the
recommendations of the HEW Sickle Cell
Disease Advisory Committee for a balanced
program of community service and research
directed against the disease. They involve the
National Institutes of Health, the Health Serv-
ices and Mental Health Administration, and
other Federal, State, and private agencies.
The National Heart and Lung Institute is
responsible for coordinating the joint efforts
of these agencies.

The screening and education clinics are
located in Hartford, Conn., Centereach, N.Y.,
Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Md., Rich-
mond, Va., Chicago, Ill.,, New Orleans, La.,
Charleston, S.C., Jackson, Miss., Miami, Fla.,
Detroit, Mich., Gary, Ind., Milwaukee, Wis.,
St. Louis, Mo., Portland, Oreg., Seattle,
Wash., and Tacoma, Wash. Two contracts
were awarded in Baltimore and St. Louis for
two clinics in each city.
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Cover—Familiarization with the elec-
tron microscope is part of the on-the-
job training Baltimore City high school
students are receiving at Johns Hopkins
Hospital under the Health Sciences
Careers Program. An article describing
the program begins on page 787.
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